Oakland Unified School District

Recommended and Extended Literature List

Grades 6-8

Update – June, 2010
Recommended Literature:  includes selections that benefit from/require teacher support and scaffolding in the classroom.  These works are given a close reading and intensive consideration within a whole class setting as the centerpiece of a standards-based unit that addresses the four English/language arts domains:  reading, writing, (includes conventions), listening, and speaking.  These texts should be works of compelling intellectual, social, or moral content and should reflect excellent use of language.

Extended Literature: includes works that supplement the recommended literature as companion pieces or texts that meet the needs of low or high performing students.  These selections may be examined in a whole class setting or given to individual students or small groups of students to read in or outside of class.   Literature in the extended list also has emotional, social, and aesthetic substance.

	Grade 6

Recommended Literature
	New to this list/new to the grade
	Lexile
	Currently being taught 
	Connection to Social Studies
	Available at some sites
	Suggested grade change/ possible removal?

	Baseball in April (Soto)
	
	830
	
	
	x
	

	Blossom Culp and the Sleep of Death
	
	900
	
	x
	
	

	Boy of the Painted Cave
	
	800
	x
	x
	x
	

	The Bronze Bow
	
	760
	
	x
	x
	

	The Cat Who Went to Heaven
	
	1000
	
	x
	x
	

	Dogsong (Paulson )
	
	930
	
	
	x
	

	Fast Sam, Cool Clyde and Stuff
	
	860
	x
	
	x
	

	Golden Goblet
	
	930
	
	x
	x
	

	Heroes, Gods/Greek Myths
	
	1070 
	
	x
	x
	

	Homeless Bird (India –Hinduism)
	x
	800
	x
	
	
	

	House of Dies Drear (Hamilton)
	
	670
	
	
	x
	

	In the Beginning:  Creation Stories from Around the World
	
	640
	
	x
	x
	

	Maroo of the Winter Caves
	
	840
	
	x
	
	

	Nightjohn
	x
	770
	x
	
	
	

	Number the Stars
	
	670
	x
	
	x
	

	Seedfolks
	x
	710
	x
	
	x
	

	Trouble River
	
	760
	
	
	x
	

	Tuck Everlasting
	
	770
	x
	
	x
	

	Watsons Go to Birmingham
	
	1000
	x
	
	x
	

	Where the Red Fern Grows
	
	700
	
	
	x
	

	A Wrinkle in Time
	
	740
	
	
	x
	

	Zeely
	
	690
	
	
	x
	x

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 6

Extended Literature
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Al Capone Does My Shirts
	x
	600
	
	
	
	

	Bud, Not Buddy
	x
	950
	x
	
	x
	x (5th?)

	The Cay
	x
	860
	
	
	x
	

	Dateline Troy
	
	860
	
	x
	
	

	Dragonwings  (moved from 8th)
	x
	870
	
	
	x
	

	Egypt Game
	
	1010
	
	x
	x
	

	Esperanza Rising
	x
	750
	x
	
	x
	

	The Gold Cadillac
	
	650
	
	
	x
	

	Holes
	x
	660
	x
	
	x
	

	Maniac Magee
	x
	820
	x
	
	x
	

	The Single Shard
	x
	920
	
	
	
	

	Song of the Trees
	
	710
	
	
	
	

	Trouble Don’t Last
	x
	720
	
	
	
	

	Weedflower 
	x
	750
	
	
	
	


	Grade 7

Recommended Literature
	New to this list/new to the grade
	Lexile
	Currently being taught 
	Connection to Social Studies
	Available at some sites
	Future grade change/possible removal?

	Acorn People
	
	720
	x
	
	x
	

	Catherine Called Birdy
	
	1120
	x
	x
	x
	

	The Contender
	
	760
	
	
	x
	

	Cow Tail Switch
	
	720
	x
	x
	x
	

	The Examination  (China)
	
	910
	x
	x
	
	

	The Giver
	
	930
	x
	
	x
	

	Homecoming
	
	630
	
	
	x
	

	I, Juan de Pareja
	
	1100
	
	x
	
	

	Iqbal (Pakistan)
	x
	730
	
	
	
	

	Jar of Dreams
	
	970
	
	
	
	

	The Midwife’s Apprentice
	
	1240
	
	x
	x
	

	Of Nightingales that Weep
	
	950
	
	x
	
	

	The Outsiders
	x
	750
	x
	
	
	

	The People Could Fly
	
	660
	
	
	
	

	A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver
	
	770
	
	x
	
	

	Ramsay Scallop
	
	890
	
	x
	
	

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
	
	920
	x
	
	x
	

	The Schwa was Here
	x
	790
	
	
	
	

	Scorpions (Myers)
	x
	610
	x
	
	x
	

	The Second Mrs. Giaconda (Leonardo da Vinci)
	
	840
	
	x
	x
	

	Sign of the Chrysanthemum 
	
	870
	
	x
	x
	

	The Skin I’m In
	
	
	x
	
	x
	

	Walkabout (Marshall)
	
	800
	
	
	
	x

	The Westing Game
	
	750
	
	
	
	

	When Legends Die
	
	850
	
	
	
	

	White Fang/Call of the Wild
	
	970 -

1170
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 7

Extended Literature
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1001  Arabian Nights
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Beowulf
	
	790-1090
	
	
	x
	

	The Breadwinner  (Ellis)
	x
	630
	x
	
	
	

	Freak the Mighty
	x
	1000
	
	
	
	

	Hatchet
	x
	1020
	x
	
	x
	

	A Midsummer Night’s Dream
	
	NP
	
	
	
	

	Miracle’s Boys (similar to Outsiders)
	x
	660
	
	
	
	

	Mythology of Mexico and Central America
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plots and Players
	
	NP
	
	
	
	

	Seven Daughters and Seven Sons
	x
	800
	
	x
	x
	

	Shabanu
	
	970
	x
	
	x
	

	Touching Spirit Bear
	x
	670
	
	
	
	

	Zlata’s Diary
	
	640
	x
	
	x
	x

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 8

Recommended Literature
	New to this list/new to the grade
	Lexile
	Currently being taught 
	Connection to Social Studies
	Available at some sites
	Suggested grade change/possible removal?

	Across Five Aprils
	
	1100
	
	x
	x
	

	Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
	
	710
	
	x
	x
	

	Barrio Boy
	
	1140
	
	
	
	

	Bull Run  (Fleichman)
	
	810
	
	x
	
	

	Child of the Owl
	
	920
	
	
	
	

	Clay Marble
	
	860
	
	
	x
	

	Day of Tears (play)
	x
	NP
	x
	
	
	

	Forged by Fire
	x
	780
	
	
	
	

	The Friends
	
	730
	
	
	x
	

	Glory Field
	
	800
	
	x
	x
	

	In My Father’s House
	
	640
	
	x
	x
	

	Invisible Thread
	
	1060
	
	
	x
	

	Johnny Tremain
	
	840
	
	x
	
	x

	Kindred (Butler)
	
	580
	
	
	x
	x

	Let the Circle be Unbroken
	
	850
	
	
	x
	

	Maniac Magee
	
	820
	
	
	
	x

	Monster
	x
	670
	x
	
	x
	

	Much Ado About Nothing 
	
	NP
	
	
	
	

	Nothing But the Truth
	
	NP
	x
	
	x
	

	The Pearl (Steinbeck)
	
	1010
	x
	
	x
	

	The Rock and the River (civil rights/Black Panthers)
	x
	HL550
	
	
	
	

	Stealing Freedom
	x
	870
	
	
	
	

	So Far From the Bamboo Grove
	
	730
	
	
	x
	

	A Summer Life (Soto)
	
	990
	
	
	
	

	True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
	
	740
	
	
	x
	

	Witch of Blackbird Pond
	
	850
	
	x (5th)
	
	x

	Who is Carrie?
	
	880
	
	x
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grade 8

Extended Literature
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian
	x
	600
	
	
	
	

	American Reader
	
	
	
	x
	
	x

	Beyond the Divide
	
	900
	
	x
	
	

	Black Indians  (Katz)
	
	1130
	
	x
	
	

	Break with Charity
	
	730
	
	x
	
	

	Burning Time
	
	790
	
	x
	
	x

	Count of Monte Cristo
	
	830
	
	
	
	

	Dance Hall of the Dead  (Hillerman)
	
	870
	
	
	
	

	Downsiders
	x
	1110
	
	
	
	

	Dreams of Mairhe Mehan
	
	1060
	
	x
	
	

	Encounter
	
	760
	
	x
	
	x(Columbus era)

	Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbon
	
	560
	
	x
	
	

	Having Our Say
	
	890
	
	
	
	

	Hound of Baskervilles (Sherlock Holmes)
	
	1090
	
	
	
	

	Jubilee
	
	1090
	
	x
	
	

	Lyddie
	
	860
	
	x
	x
	

	Morning Girl
	
	980
	
	
	
	

	My Brother Sam is Dead
	
	770
	x
	x
	x
	

	The Outsiders
	
	750
	x
	
	x
	

	Saturnalia
	
	1030
	
	x
	
	x 

	The Schwa was Here
	x
	790
	
	
	
	

	A Step from Heaven
	x
	670
	
	
	
	

	Taking Sides
	
	750
	
	
	
	

	This Strange New Feeling
	
	840
	
	x
	
	

	Touching Spirit Bear
	x
	670
	
	
	
	


Titles on High School Recommended List (avoid use for whole class guided reading in middle school)

House on Mango Street



Of Mice and Men

To Kill a Mockingbird




I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

Parrot in the Oven




Bless Me Ultima

Fahrenheit 451




Black Boy

